TOMORROW'S HOUSES

68. Site handling and curing the Boot Pier and Panel units. Note the amount of
space occupied.

products are more versatile and cheaper to erect and widen the scope of
building so that it can break new and exciting ground and be of improved
quality ; but they are initially more expensive. Cost can only be brought
down by the utmost mechanisation and standardisation both in the factory
and on the site.

THE NEED FOR STANDARDISATION
In traditional building the units produced complete in the factory are
subsequently built into the structure with the aid of a suitable matrix,
brickwork. Brickwork can be cut about and adjusted here and there to
accommodate the pre-fciished article, but it will be apparent that this
flexibility does not extend to the factory-made article itself. Such an*
article, once it is complete, cannot normally be cut or adjusted in any way.
So kmg as the convenient matrix of brickwork is available, all is well, but
when a series of factory-made articles are required to fit together, as in the-
prefabricated structure, no cutting can be tolerated and each article must
bfc balk to high standards of precision.
It follows that prefabricated units should be made to fit one with the
vdtar and be dimensioned on a common basis but, to date, this has h<>t
btooi the cfcse. Instead, prefabricates have concentrated, not on producing
some part of the house, but on designing a complete house so that they